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She also returned to school to get her 
“Teacher of Adults” certificate. And 
because Maple Leaf House was largely 
a summer activity, Frances became 
involved in adult literacy which she 
subsequently believed was her calling in 
life. She loved every busy minute of it.

Her impact on the Japanese people was 
amazing. Almost all of her students 
still correspond with her family. When 
the news of her death was received in 
Japan it was soon on the local radio and 
TV stations in Shimizu the city where 
she had lived. Friends called to express 
their shock at the news. One group 
even put together a book, “Memories 
of Frances-San”, with members writing 
stories and including photographs taken 
with Frances. She had great people skills 
and made huge numbers of friends 
everywhere she went.

Frances never sought the spotlight for 
herself. The persona she presented to 
the world was quiet, well-mannered 
and self-effacing. Yet those who were 
privileged to know her know that 
she lived her life with great curiosity, 
passionate determination, deep 
commitment, good grace and best of 
all at the end of a long, tiresome day, a 
wonderfully wry sense of humour. She 
was one of a kind, a fabulous role model 
for us all.

Former winners of the 
Frances Lever Memorial Award

1997	 Frances Lever 
Literacy Link Eastern Ontario

1998	 Mary Wiggin 
Ottawa Carleton Coalition for Literacy

1999	 Dan Haley 
Literacy Ontario Central South

2000	 Gwynneth Foster 
Renfrew County Community Upgrading Program

2001	 Wanda Pitchforth 
Literacy Network of Durham Region

2002	 Constance Morgan 
Barrie Literacy Council

2003	 John McLean 
Learning Centre for Georgina

2004	 Betty Grant 
Program Read – Sault Ste. Marie

2005	 Louise Leduchowski 
Atikokan Literacy Incorporated Reading Plus

2006	 Marilyn Davies 
Barrie Literacy Council

The award was not presented in 2007.



The Frances Lever Memorial Award
PLEASE FILL OUT BOTH SIDES OF THIS FORM

Nominee: Who is the person you would like to nominate?
Name: 

Title (if any):

Agency/Organization (if any):

Address:

City: Province: Postal Code:

Work Tel: Home Tel:

Fax: Email:

Nominator: Who are you?
Name: Please sign here:

Title (if any): 

Agency/Organization (if any): 

Address:

City: Province: Postal Code:

Work Tel: Home Tel:

Fax: Email: Date:

Seconder: Who else supports this nomination?
Name: Please sign here:

Title (if any): 

Agency/Organization (if any): 

Address:

City: Province: Postal Code:

Work Tel: Home Tel:

Fax: Email: Date:

Please note that the Frances Lever Memorial Award forms and information are available on the OLC website 
at www.on.literacy.ca

Please send this sheet to:
Ontario Literacy Coalition 
65 Wellesley Street East, Suite 503, Toronto, Ontario  M4Y 1G7
Tel: (416) 963-5787 • Fax: (416) 963-8102 • Email: olc@on.literacy.ca 
Phone 416-963-5787 if you need more information.



The Frances Lever Memorial Award

Nomination Form

Please answer the following questions about why you are nominating this person 
for the Frances Lever Memorial Award.

See the instructions on the nomination form under “How to Nominate”.

1. Describe this person’s dedication to, and involvement with, adult literacy. Tell 
us how this person has made a difference through his or her involvement in 
literacy.

2. Please tell us about this person’s involvement in other community activities 
and services.

Nomination deadline is  

June 30, 2008


